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The natural and human landscapes of mainland Southeast Asia are undergoing 

tremendous transformations. 

In this talk I will discuss how biocultural diversity is being reorganized in northwestern 

Laos. I will take language as one indicator of cultural change, and examine how 

the multilingualism that has characterized local society is being impacted by landscape 

and livelihood changes.  In doing so, I hope to shine some new light on the linkages 

between natural and human diversity in local landscapes.
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